Shabbat Salom

Shoftim

August 15,2026 |2 Elul 5786
Havdalah 9:00pm

Welcome to Beth Jacob Congregation, a Jewish community that
comes together to nurture relationships with God and each other.
We are a Conservative synagogue that values Torah (study),
Avodah (reverential service) and Gemilut Hasadim (acts of loving-
kindness). We believe every person has an equal opportunity to be
part of our community regardless of age, race, ability, special needs,
financial status, sexual orientation or gender identity. We're glad
you've joined us this Shabbat!

D’var Torah Greeters & Security:
Dalia Ackerman Robert Binder
Rose Fink
Gabbaim: Kate Sandweiss
Maxine Rosenthal Mark Usem
Stuart Kaufman Mashgiach: Sharon Press
Eric Pasternack Kitchen:

Barry Kantrowitz, John Allen,
Ted & Jackie Flaaum,

p’J’e P;, e Susan Siegfried,

David Rephan & Jason Bryan,

The Hofrichter Family
Torah Reading

First / Rishon Aliyah Deuteronomy 16:18-17:13
Second / Sheni Aliyah Deuteronomy 17:14-17:20
Third / Shelishi Aliyah Deuteronomy 18:1-18:5
Fourth / Revi'l Aliyah Deuteronomy 18:6-18:13
Fifth / Chamishi Aliyah Deuteronomy 18:14-19:13
Sixth / Shishi Aliyah Deuteronomy 19:14-20:9
Seventh / Shevi't Aliyah Deuteronomy 20:10-21:9
Maftir Deuteronomy 21:7-21:9
Haftarah Isaiah 51:12-52:12
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BETH JACOB
Senior Rabbi: CONGREGATION

Rabbi Tamar Magill-Grimm
RabbiTamar@Beth-Jacob.org

. Executive Director:
:  Sonya Rapport
+  Sonya@Beth-Jacob.org

~ Director of Congregational Learning:
Rabbi Maayan Lev
RabbiMaayan@Beth-Jacob.org

Director of Congregational Programming:
Frances Fischer
Frances@Beth-Jacob.org

Youth and Education Coordinator:
Marisa Goffman
Youth@Beth-Jacob.org

Co-Presidents:
Michael Keller & Geoffrey Marshall
President@Beth-Jacob.org

Rabbi Emeritus:
Rabbi Morris Allen

Our services depend on the
participation of our community
members. We welcome diverse
voices and talents to lead our
community in prayer and to read
Torah.

Please use this QR

code, or sign up at : "'E
Beth-Jacob.org/DavenorTorah
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1088 Giulia Girgenti

1092 Jonathan Ehrlich
1093 Emery Sher

1094 Lydia Schultz

1095 Marisa Goffman
1099 Louis Hunter

1103 Benj Kamm

1106 Otto Ogman

1108 Rav Shosh Dworsky

This week's kiddush is sponsored by the Perry family in gratitude

for all the wonderful people who supported us in so many ways during our most difficult time,

and on the occasion of our 62nd wedding anniversary.

Torah - Avodah - Gemilut Chasadim www.beth-jacob.org 651-452-2226




Torah Commentary Shoftim

Engage All Texts

At a time when Jewish influence has increased,

how do we approach unethical commandments?
By Daniel Septimus
Daniel Septimus is executive director of Sefaria.
Previously, he served as CEO and editor-in-chief of My Jewish Learning.

Parashat Shoftim begins with the command to appoint judges to execute mishpat tzedek, righteous
judgment (Deuteronomy 16:18). Two verses later comes the biblical principle perhaps most frequently
cited by activists: “Tzedek Tzedek Tirdof — Justice, justice you shall pursue, that you may live, and inherit
the land which the Lord your God gave you (Deuteronomy 16:18).”

It’s not only judges who are responsible for maintaining an ethical judicial system. Shoftim also delineates
the rules of legal testimony, which presume innocence and seek to ensure that witnesses be corroborated
and accountable. The Talmud expands upon these laws and views this area of social/civil justice as a
matter of concern for the divine.

Three the Holy One hates: the person who says one thing with their mouth and another in
their heart; the person who possesses evidence in favor of their neighbor but fails to testify
on the neighbor s behalf; and the person who, seeing something improper in their neighbor,
acts as the sole witness against the neighbor. (Babylonian Talmud, Pesachim 113b)

Parshat Shoftim goes on to describe other laws meant to facilitate ethical society, laws that protect people
from the capricious use of violence and power.

In a ruling often cited by progressive Jews, Parashat Shoftim, in its laws of war, commands the Israeclites
to offer its enemies the opportunity to surrender peacefully before the attack. But a thorough reading of
these laws of military engagement reveals a problem with a pacifistic interpretation of Parshat Shoftim:

What happens if the enemies of the Israelites accept the terms of peace?

“If they respond peacefully and let you in, all the people present there shall serve you as forced labor.”
(Deuteronomy 20:11) Turning your enemies into forced laborers may be a better alternative than killing
them, but it can hardly be deemed progressive.

Additionally, the mandate to extend terms of peace only applies to so-called “optional wars.” When it
comes to “commanded wars,” including the conquest of Canaan, no offer of peace is to be extended, and
no living person — man, woman, or child — is to be left alive (Deuteronomy 20:11).

The call for a just court system at the beginning of the Torah portion is also far from simple. While the
Torah articulates clear guidelines in support of judicial impartiality and fairness — for example, explicitly
prohibiting judges from giving preferential treatment and taking bribes—there is no indication that the
Torah extends “tzedek tzedek tirdof — justice, justice you shall pursue” beyond the courts to social justice.

Even more challenging to progressive sensibilities, judges and officers were expected to enforce religious
law, not just civil and criminal law. In a stark articulation of this requirement, Sefer HaChinuch, a
medieval commentary on the 613 commandments, explains the job of the shoftim and shotrim as follows:
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To appoint judges and officers who should enforce the observance of the mitzvot of the
Torah, and should return to it, against their will, those who stray from the path of truth...For
with this method we can establish our religious system of law, while fear of our officers and
judges is cast over the mass population.

According to Sefer HaChinuch, the commandment to appoint judges and officers is aimed at establishing
a society ruled by religious law with enforcement that generates fear among its citizens. Hardly a pre-
modern form of constitutional liberalism!

None of this is new, of course. We are all aware that when we turn to Jewish tradition for teachings that
inspire us to work for social justice, we often turn a blind eye to texts that can inspire the opposite:
religious paternalism, inequality, brutal forms of capital punishment, and yes, even race-based genocide.

But is this okay? Can we credibly cite Jewish teachings that encourage a better world when there exist
parallel teachings that could lead to a worse one? I think yes, but only with these conditions: that we are
honest about which texts we are excluding from active duty and that we study not only those traditions
that promote our social agendas, but those that contradict it-because neglected texts left unattended have
a nasty way of coming back to life in more virulent forms.

Historically, Jews have not had to worry too much about our racist and anti-social texts because we, as a
corporate entity, have not had power. The existence of the State of Israel and the influence wielded by
Jews in America and elsewhere in the Diaspora has changed this and upped the ethical ante.

Parashat Shoftim is the perfect reminder that scattered amongst Judaism’s most noble and righteous
teachings are passages that are anachronistic at best and immoral at worst. We must identify these
teachings — biblical, rabbinic, medieval and modern. As we engage texts that inspire us to pursue social
justice, we must, at the same time, engage those that can inspire violence and oppression.

Whether we condemn these texts or merely note their difficulty, they are our responsibility. If we ignore
them and fail to forge communal opinions about them, we risk the possibility of them being resurrected
and reclaimed.

Perhaps we can see this consciousness-raising re-examination as the fulfillment of another famous
command in Parshat Shoftim: U’Viarta HaRa mi’Kirbekha — You shall purge the evil from your midst.

Inclusivity and Accessibility During Services

We recognize the variety of needs within our community and strive to provide access to all through physical,
emotional, and/or sensory accommodations. The majority of our prayers and scripture readings are
conducted in Hebrew, so we invite those who do not read Hebrew to use a copy of the transliterated
prayerbook (siddur) found on the table near the entrance to the sanctuary. We have large print books, braille
prayerbooks, and listening devices available on the bookshelf in the lobby. There is also a sensory-friendly
room just off the sanctuary with a speaker and window from which services can be experienced. Please ask
the greeter near the sanctuary door if you need help locating any of these. Please reach out to our office if
there are needs that aren’t being met.




Yahrzeit List for Week Beginning August 15, 2026 / 2 Elul 5786

The seventh aliyah is reserved for those observing yahrzeits during the coming week. If you are observing a
yahrzeit this week, please come forward at the seventh aliyah and give your full Hebrew name to the gabbai
who will call you to the Torah. Your full Hebrew name includes your name and then ben/bat/mibeit and your
parents’ names or Avraham and Sarah. Please say your name loudly and clearly, so that the gabbai can hear it.

Masking is optional during the 7th aliyah on the bimah during the Torah service during our current pilot
policy.

August 15/2 Elul August 17/4 Elul August 19/6 Elul August 21/8 Elul
Betty Verson Alvin Sher Bertha Specktor Ben S. Marofsky
Evelyn Levine Denzil Showers Donald Lippert Benjamin Harris Chedeck
Frances Gershcow James Weinberg Margalit Zaidenweber Bessie Jacobs
Irene Dobo Lisa Robyn Kobus Meyer Ostfield Carolyn Kenner
Jack Olenick Mary Schachtman Randy Kustanowitz Chaya Polishuk
Stella Cooperman Rose Sultan Rose Spiegel-Labelle Dr. Robert A. Heurich
Victor Schloff Samuel Barnett Robins Eleanor Frank
A 20/7 Elul Emma Wolk
August 16/3 Elul August 18/5 Elul ugust 2077 Elu Ida Liebman
. ) : Brina Wysoker a Licbma
Isgac Vinitsky Alice M‘OI‘I‘IS Eugene Knaus Leonard Weltzer
Lily I_)latt . Daryl Silver Goldie Gordon Pearl Horwitz
Nomi Dworkin David N. Efron Rose F
Gedalia Zaidenweber Jack Brown oo Don
cdalla zaidefiwebe Lawrence Hofrichter Ruth Daniels
Gordon Marshall Paul Dobo Sarah Snell
Jennie Giller
Ruth Shaw
Joseph Katz . )
. Simon Libman
Nathan Makiesky
Steven Henderson
Ted Legan

TODAY at Beth Jacob

It’s Cool to be in Shul
Summer Kids Programming with Erin Webb and Rabbi Maayan

Today: Outdoor Games

Spanish Table at Kiddush
Bienvenidos to the Spanish speaking table on the third Saturday of the month.

;Ven a sentarte a la mesa y hablaremos espariol!

<

Beth Jacob Reads A Book
A Book discussion with Rabbi Tamar after Kiddush.
As A Jew, by Sarah Hurwitz




Upcoming at Beth Jacob - August 15, 2026

FOR OUR KIDS * v A
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Pre-Shul Playgroup—Every Friday at 10:30 am GRO 'i' P
arr A

Join our open play time for young children and their caregivers. Meet in the nursery every
Friday morning from 10:30am until naptime.

Tot Shabbat--First Shabbat of the Month, 10:00 in the Nursery

Join us on the first Shabbat of the month in the nursery for Tot Shabbat. We will have a song- Shg){)a
filled Shabbat Morning Service for BJC's littlest ones (0-3 years old). We will then have an
oneg and playtime for parents to schmooze and kids to play. S———

ADULT EDUCATION

Morning Mishnah, with Rabbi Tamar Magill-Grimm
TUESDAYS at around 8:00 am (after minyan)

in the Saide Chapel and online

Join on Zoom at Beth-Jacob.org/Minyan

Tanach, with David Rischall

Sundays 7:30-8:30 on Zoom: https://us06web.zoom.us/j/79546614386 4 ADULTED
Questions? Call David at 651-230-3911 b AT

TWho Invented Judaism? A virtual adult Torah course

with Rabbi Yosi Gordon

The Yosi's School online, interactive course will meet on Zoom, L e Sudaism?

Mondays, 7:00-8:15, July 13-August 17 To enroll, email yosis.school@gmail.com A Torah course wh m

As the Arabs See the Jews, Revisited, with Ted Flaum

Exploring History, Narratives, and the Roots of Conflict

Tuesdays, August 11, 18, 25, Sept 1

7-8:30pm in the Chapel

Join us for a thoughtful discussion revisiting King Abdullah I of Jordan’s influential essay,
“As the Arabs See the Jews.” For more information and to register, go to Beth-
Jacob.org/AdultEd

Resting for Resilience, with Rabbi Tamar Magill-Grimm

Wednesday, August 12, 7:00pm

Wabasha Brewery 429 Wabasha St. S, St. Paul

More than Jews have kept Shabbat, Shabbat has kept the Jews. Join Rabbi Tamar to talk
Torah over a brew.

Offered as part of TCJewfolk's FolkLab Summer Jewish Learning Series: Exploring
Perspectives on Resilience. Register at TCJewfolk.com.


http://beth-jacob.org/Minyan
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/79546614386
mailto:yosis.school@gmail.com
http://beth-jacob.org/adulted
http://beth-jacob.org/adulted

Upcoming at Beth Jacob - August 15, 2026

Register for Limudim

Beth-Jacob.org/Limudim s

Join our learning community at Beth Jacob on Tuesdays and Shabbat to engage in Hebrew ‘—' Limudim:
education, cultural activities, holiday celebrations, and more! Questions? Contact Rabbi —Z .
Maayan@Beth-Jacob.org

T Social Justice Shabbat

Social Justice Shabbat

Saturday, August 22

The Social Justice Committee is dedicating this Shabbat to the legal impacts and causes of
homelessness. We will hear words of Torah and host a Post Kiddush Learning.

Meet and Learn with Rabbi Maayan

Session 3 - 3:00pm Sunday, August 30--Exploring modern midrash through music

Register at Beth-Jacob.org/MeetLearn El o
ol

'

!ﬁ'

2 Jews 3 Opinions
A Post Kiddush Learning
Saturday, September 5

Back by popular demand, Jenna Fischer returns to share her expreinces and facilitate a

conversations about identity, safety, and the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

Monarca Democracy Defense Training
Tuesday, September 15, 6:30

At Beth jacob
Join Lily Cooper of Unidos and Monarca for a Democracy Defense training to ensure every
citizen can cast their ballot safely and that every person has a voice in our country’s future.
Register: Beth-Jacob.org/Monarca

High Holy Days at Beth Jacob

Rosh Hashana Starts September 11! See all of our services, events, register
for programs, kids programming, order your lulav and etrog and more.
Beth-Jacob.org/HH
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