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Vaetchanan
Shabbat Shalom

July 25, 2026 |11 Av 5786
Havdalah 9:29pm

Welcome to Beth Jacob Congregation, a Jewish community that
comes together to nurture relationships with God and each other.
We are a Conservative synagogue that values Torah (study),
Avodah (reverential service) and Gemilut Hasadim (acts of loving-
kindness). We believe every person has an equal opportunity to be
part of our community regardless of age, race, ability, special needs,
financial status, sexual orientation or gender identity. We’re glad
you've joined us this Shabbat!

Torah Reading

Greeters & Security:
Kate Sandweiss
Monica Kelley
Bruce Kessler
Robert Binder
Will Thomas

D’var Torah
Bea Gutman

Mazal Tov 
to Bea Gutman on becoming

a bat mitzvah!

 בוט לזמ

Our services depend on the participation of our community
members. We welcome diverse voices and talents to lead

our community in prayer and to read Torah. 

Please use this QR
code, or sign up at 

Beth-Jacob.org/DavenorTorah

First / Rishon Aliyah
Second / Sheni Aliyah
Third / Shelishi Aliyah
Fourth / Revi'i Aliyah
Fifth / Chamishi Aliyah
Sixth / Shishi Aliyah
Seventh / Shevi'i Aliyah
Maftir
Haftarah 

p. 1005
p. 1007
p. 1014
p. 1015
p. 1021
p. 1024
p. 1029
p. 1031
p. 1033

Bea Gutman
Marc Gutman/Julie Gutman
Giulia Girgenti
Benj Kamm
Rimon Reches
Otto Ogman & Emma Kippley-Ogman
Louis Hunter
Louis Hunter
Hannah Hofrichter

Deuteronomy 3:23-4:4
Deuteronomy 4:5-4:40
Deuteronomy 4:41-4:49
Deuteronomy 5:1-5:18
Deuteronomy 5:19-6:3
Deuteronomy 6:4-6:25
Deuteronomy 7:1-7:11
Deuteronomy 7:9-7:11
Isaiah 40:1-26

This week's kiddush is sponsored by Bea's grandmother Diana Klingle Norris, may her memory be a blessing.

Davenners
Bea Gutman
Giulia Girgenti



Torah Commentary

Continued  

Vaetchanan

Treatment of the Stranger
Our existential relationship to our ancestors and how we learn empathy.

By Rachel Farbiarz
Rachel Farbiarz worked as a clerk for the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals in San Francisco, 
after which she practiced law focusing on the civil rights and humane treatment of prisoners.

As the Israelites are poised to enter Canaan in Parshat Vaetchanan, Moses finally finds his tongue and
speaks at length with his people, instructing them on his legacy. Central to Moses’ oration is the
insistence that the events of his life have unfurled before the people’s “own eyes.”

As Moses retells it, his audience’s presence was essential to the covenant at Sinai: “The Lord your God
sealed a covenant with us at Horeb. Not with our ancestors did the Lord seal this covenant but with us —
we who are here today, all of us alive.” And with reference to the miracles of the Exodus, Moses
declaims: “You yourself  were shown to know that the Lord is God[.]” (Deuteronomy 4:3; 5:3; 4:35).
However, for the most part, his audience was not present at Sinai or the Exodus. The generation to which
he speaks was born in the desert, to parents now buried beneath its sands. And it was those parents who
saw the revelation at Sinai, who trod the dry depths of the split sea.

This peculiar misidentification — what commentator Robert Alter calls a “slide of identification between
one generation and another” — cannot be understood as the slip of an old, addled mind. Instead, I
would proffer that this “slide” is an exceptionally powerful means of laying the experiential foundation
for the Torah’s core injunction against oppression of the stranger.

Mentioned no fewer than 36 times throughout Scripture, the Torah’s exhortations on the treatment of the
stranger often appear with a companion explanation: Heed the stranger’s treatment because “you know
the feelings of a stranger, for you were strangers in the land of Egypt” (Exodus 23:9). But this
explanation is premised on a sleight-of-hand. Our forebears were enslaved in Egypt, but we–their far-
distant progeny–were not.

Moses’ generational slide begs to be interpreted less as a faithful description of historical fact and more
as a charge to the nation. The desert generation — and we, Moses’ further-future audience — are
implored to reach past the boundaries of self  and become the witnesses whom the great leader invokes.
We are goaded into taking on the existential reality of our enslaved ancestors.

Moses has set us up well. With this shrewd rhetorical strategy, he has urged us to harness the imaginative
effort that empathy requires, training us in the mechanism for satisfying the Torah’s exhortations on the
stranger. Just as we have transported ourselves past time’s boundaries to inhabit our enslaved ancestors,
so too can we transport ourselves past the boundaries of ethnicity, nation, means and tongue that
separate us from the contemporary stranger. The “slide of identification” can thus be understood as a
practice-run, through which Moses’ audience limbers up to the imaginative exertions that our duties to
the stranger demand.



Torah Commentary
         Continued

Inclusivity and Accessibility During Services
We recognize the variety of needs within our community and strive to provide access to all through physical,
emotional, and/or sensory accommodations. The majority of our prayers and scripture readings are
conducted in Hebrew, so we invite those who do not read Hebrew to use a copy of the transliterated
prayerbook (siddur) found on the table near the entrance to the sanctuary. We have large print books, braille
prayerbooks, and listening devices available on the bookshelf in the lobby. There is also a sensory-friendly
room just off the sanctuary with a speaker and window from which services can be experienced. Please ask
the greeter near the sanctuary door if you need help locating any of these. Please reach out to our office if
there are needs that aren’t being met.  

We encourage children's participation in services and love having them in our
sanctuary. Older children are encouraged to lead parts of the service and/or read
Torah once able to do so. Younger children are invited to carry crowns during the
Torah service and are also invited to the bimah for Adon Olam each week. At the
end of services they can visit the rabbi's magic tallis bag to receive a lollipop or mini
bubbles. Parents, please let Rabbi Tamar know if you do not want your child to
receive one of these items.  

Children are Welcome in our Sanctuary!

Moses’s slide helps us understand that empathy is work, that there is something awkward and
uncomfortable about its habit. We must be schooled in its compulsory nature no less than 36 times,
tutored in its essentialness through the mental shortcut of self-deception: “It was you who were a slave; it
is you who knows the heart of a stranger.” Moses’ elision thus helps us internalize that empathy is not
always and already there, burrowed inside like a jack-in-the-box, awaiting an opening to spring forth. It is
rather an iterative effort that demands rehearsal and repetition.

And so too with us, modern Jews in a global world, who may take up the fight against the oppression of
the world’s strangers–in lands not our own, on behalf  of people facing trials so alien from ours; we
cannot rely on an axiomatic claim that we understand the stranger’s plight because we, too, were
strangers in Egypt. We know this claim to be untrue; or at least, we know that this claim reflects a truth
in need of tending.

We can take a cue from Moses, who at the end of his life finally speaks freely to his people, telling them
“their” story through his own and those of their forebears. To engage the empathic muscle, we too should
immerse ourselves in stories. We should seek out the tales of the oppressed stranger, read her literature,
ferret out her testimony. We should find ways to see her face when she speaks–through film, through
lectures, through travel. We should train ourselves to pick out those igniting details from dry reports of
facts, figures, troop movements, and aid shipments.

And when that empathic muscle is flexed, our imaginations gripped, we should charge ourselves with the
knowledge that for Moses we will never — and should never — cease being the strangers of his story.



Today at Beth Jacob

The seventh aliyah is reserved for those observing yahrzeits during the coming week. If you are
observing a yahrzeit this week, please come forward at the seventh aliyah and give your full Hebrew
name to the gabbai who will call you to the Torah. Your full Hebrew name includes your name and
then ben/bat/mibeit and your parents’ names or Avraham and Sarah. Please say your name loudly and
clearly, so that the gabbai can hear it.

Masks are required on the bimah during the Torah service. If you do not have one, please get one
from the basket by the greeter and put it on prior to coming up for an aliyah.

July 25/11 Av
Herbert H. Ringold
Irving Krug
Marjorie Smith Hofman
Zelda Meister Vigotsky

July 26/12 Av
Arthur Levine
Clarence Robinson
Dr. Jonathan Slavin
Frances Goldsmith
Godfrey Horowitz
Norman Silver
Paul Green
Rev. Dr. Wayne 
    C. Olson
Sadie Brochin
Sylvia Kushner

July 27/13Av
Abraham Volk
George Abramovich
Hyman Lechtman
Mary Lechtman
Miriam Dvorkin
Sam Rosenthal

July 28/14 Av
Kenneth Levine
Massimo Girgenti
Maurice Ross
Mollie Berman
Nathan Chmelnitsky
Paul Ruderman

July 30/16Av
Bertha Bergman
Esther Krovitz
Eva Niedorf
Francis Paul Maguire
Horace J. Silberstein
Joyce Tilsen
Ludvig Staub
Mamie Alper

July 29/15 Av
Avrom Rosenberg
Burt Frank
Eric Strand
Harry S. Allen
Samuel Liebman
Shoshana Rich-Silverman

July 31/17Av
Ben Gleeman
Bernice Blustin
Jennie Sussel
Margaret Sorany
Miriam Jurisz
Sherman Klausner

July 30/16Av
(cont’d)
Mildred Harris
Muriel Goldblatt
Rae Brod
Rose Tomkin
Shirley Eichenfield
Simon Ostrow
Toby Feldman

It’s Cool to be in Shul
Summer Kids Programming 

with Erin Webb and Rabbi Maayan
Today: Lego, Board Games & Cards

Yahrzeit List for Week Beginning July 25, 2026/11Av 5786



FOR OUR KIDS

Pre-Shul Playgroup–Every Friday at 10:30 am

Join our open play time for young children and their caregivers. Meet in the nursery
every Friday morning from 10:30am until naptime. 

Tot Shabbat--First Shabbat of the Month, 10:00 in the Nursery
Join us on the first Shabbat of the month in the nursery for Tot Shabbat. We will
have a song-filled Shabbat Morning Service for BJC's littlest ones (0-3 years old).
We will then have an oneg and playtime for parents to schmooze and kids to play.

ADULT EDUCATION

The Shabbat Effect with Rabbi Tamar
Tuesdays at 11:00am, Saide Chapel
Based on Alan Moranis’s book,  The Shabbat Effect. 

Morning Mishnah, with Rabbi Tamar Magill-Grimm
TUESDAYS at around 8:00 am (after minyan)
in the Saide Chapel and online 
Join on Zoom at Beth-Jacob.org/Minyan

Tanach, with David Rischall
Sundays 7:30-8:30 on Zoom: https://us06web.zoom.us/j/79546614386
          Questions? Call David at 651-230-3911

Who Invented Judaism? A virtual adult Torah course
with Rabbi Yosi Gordon

The Yosi's School online, interactive course will meet on Zoom, 
Mondays, 7:00-8:15, July 13-August 17

To enroll, email yosis.school@gmail.com

As the Arabs See the Jews, Revisited, with Ted Flaum
Exploring History, Narratives, and the Roots of Conflict
Tuesdays, August 11, 18, 25, Sept 1
7-8:30pm in the Chapel
Join us for a thoughtful discussion revisiting King Abdullah I of Jordan’s
influential essay, “As the Arabs See the Jews.” For more information and to
register, go to Beth-Jacob.org/AdultEd

Upcoming at Beth Jacob -  July 25, 2026

http://beth-jacob.org/Minyan
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/79546614386
mailto:yosis.school@gmail.com
http://beth-jacob.org/adulted


Meet and Learn with Rabbi Maayan
Session 1 - 7:00pm Wednesday, July 29--Discussing the parashat hashavua 
Session 2 - 6:00pm Tuesday, August 11--Look at High Holy Day piyyutim 
Session 3 - 3:00pm Sunday, August 30--Exploring modern midrash through music
                       Register at Beth-Jacob.org/MeetLearn

Meet and Greet with Rabbi Maayan 
After Kiddush August 8
Come sit outside by the playground and have a chat with our new Director of Congregational
Learning.

Israeli Scouts Friendship Caravan
Tuesday, July 28, 6:00pm
Beth Jacob
Celebrate Israel with the singing and dancing of the Israeli Scouts. This is sure to be great
family fun! Register at Beth-Jacob.org/Scouts

HelpIng the Archives...A working zoom meeting
Sunday, August 9 2:00pm
A Zoom workshop for anyone who wants to help maintain the institutional memory of our
precious collection of photographs. Archivist Kate Dietrich will show us photos - we will
identify the event, the people, etc, and the information will be preserved for posterity.
Register at Beth-Jacob.org/Archives

Upcoming at Beth Jacob - July 25, 2026

Tzedaka Hevra Post Kiddush Learning
Saturday, August 1
Beth Jacob invites you to join our second Tzedaka Hevra! We are launching a second cohort
devoted to the fulfillment of the Jewish value of righteous giving in an intentional and
transformative way.

Beth Jacob Reads A Book
Saturday, August 15
Stay after Kiddush to discuss “As A Jew” by Sarah Hurwitz. 

Social Justice Shabbat
Saturday, August 22
The Social Justice Committee is dedicating this Shabbat to the legal impacts and causes of
homelessness.  We will hear words of Torah and host a Post Kiddush Learning.

http://beth-jacob.org/Scouts
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