Shabbat Slom

January 24,2026 | 6 Shevat 5786
Havdalah 5:52pm

Welcome to Beth Jacob Congregation, a Jewish community that
comes together to nurture relationships with God-and each other.
We are a Conservative synagogue that values Torah (study),
Avodah (reverential service) and Gemilut Hasadim (acts of loving-
kindness). We believe every person has an equal opportunity to be
part of our community regardless of age, race, ability, special needs,
financial status, sexual orientation or gender identity. We're glad
you've joined us this Shabbat!

Thank you to everyone who contributed to
Shabbat services this week.

D’var Torah: Mashgiach: Geoff Marshall

Robert Goffman Kitchen Crew:
. Paul & Lois Bloomberg,
Greeters & Security: Esti Koen & Andy Meltzer,

Lou Leichter, Roy Kay,
David Honan, Tessa Silver,
Carol Altshuler

Robert & Rebecca Goffman
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BETH JACOB
CONGREGATION

i Senior Rabbi:

Rabbi Tamar Magill-Grimm

ihj' RabbiTamar@Beth-Jacob.org

Executive Director:
: Sonya Rapport
" Sonya@Beth-Jacob.org

Director of Congregational Programming:
Frances Fischer
Frances@Beth-Jacob.org

Youth and Education Coordinator:
Marisa Goffman
Youth@Beth-Jacob.org

Co-Presidents:
Leonard Oppenheimer & Tessa Silver
President@Beth-Jacob.org

Rabbi Emeritus:
Rabbi Morris Allen

Gabbaim:

Maxine Rosenthal,
Eric Pasternack,
Leonard Oppenheimer

Please use this QR code, or sign up at

Our services depend on the participation of our community
members. We welcome diverse voices and talents to lead our
community in prayer and to read Torah.

Beth-Jacob.org/DavenOrTorah.

Torah Reading

First / Rishon Aliyah Exodus 10:1-10:11 p. 374  Rabbi Tamar Magill-Grimm
Second / Sheni Aliyah Exodus 10:12-10:23 p.376  Brad Elkin

Third / Shelishi Aliyah Exodus 10:24-11:3 p. 377  Lisa Hoff

Fourth / Revi'i Aliyah Exodus 11:4-12:20 p.379  Giulia Girgenti

Fifth / Chamishi Aliyah Exodus 12:21-12:28 p. 385  Naften Sadoff

Sixth / Shishi Aliyah Exodus 12:29-12:51 p. 387  Cay Fingerholz

Seventh / Shevi'i Aliyah Exodus 13:1-13:16 p. 391 Sara Lynn Newberger
Maftir Exodus 13:14-13:16 p. 393 Erin Webb

Haftarah Jeremiah 46:13-28 p- 395  Jonathan Ehrlich

This week's kiddush is unsponsored and supported by donations made to the Kiddush Fund.
Please consider making a donation to the Kiddush Fund.

651-452-2226

www.beth-jacob.org

Torah - Avodah - Gemilut Chasadim



https://vlqyfkcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0010S_CfM4E0y45LzH1oE_zHz7thnhG67B5UNBDWR8QoMd9qptfkNh9vvlOr260wWi-bQWDoejI45WCkdVaY7DS7FxOInTTwszQEZlr5qlOOBaoC2PQRtc1QydfATpnHjDA73Gy-ZAsPLTNJOsPs5sehqy796NnMAyB&c=JCRJc_5zsm6beIIZK4nXU9li5stO1RVH0YyYrjyZnQ7scJONrY2iXg==&ch=2ZY632uE4duVjnT47WQ1no5boXJzm1LhcHaj0dChDxx2pQ50X54QCg==

Torah Commentary Bo

Moses Vs. Pharaoh

A clash illustrates the fundamental differences between paganism and monotheism.

By Rabbi Shimon Felix
Executive Director Emeritus, Bronfman Fellowship

This week’s Torah portion contains one of my all-time favorite conversations, one of the occasions
where two opposing world views are really beautifully, succinctly and clearly articulated.

As the portion begins, the Egyptians have been through seven plagues, but will still not let the Israelites
go. Moses now warns them of the next plague, the locust. Pharaoh’s people have had it, they are ready
to give in.

And the servants of Pharaoh said to him: ‘Send out these people that they may worship the Lord their
God. Don’t you know yet that Egypt is lost?’

Pharaoh capitulates, sends for Moses and Aaron, and says to them: “Go, and worship the Lord your
God.” But Pharaoh also has a question: “Who will be going?”

And now, with his response to Pharaoh, Moses lays the groundwork for universal suffrage and the
French and American Revolutions: “With our young people and our old people we will go, with our
sons and our daughters...we will go, for it is a holiday to God for us.”

Pharaoh’s response is swift: “...Not so, let the male adults go and worship the Lord, for this is what
you ask.” Angrily, Pharaoh brings the meeting to an end: “And he drove them out from before him.”
The interview is over, the deal is off, and the locusts arrive the next day.

This short exchange between Moses and Pharaoh is crucial to an understanding of Judaism, and
monotheism. Pharaoh is a pagan. For him, a religion’s rituals are done by the functionaries or the
leaders of the tribe. The rest of the people, the servants and subjects of the king, are dependant on the
relationship between the leaders—the priests and the royalty—and the various deities they serve.

Pharaoh can see no reason for everyone to be part of the worship of the Lord. Pharaoh thinks that
only the adult males should go because he does not grasp the notion of freedom for all. He sees Moses
and Aaron as the Jewish leadership, to whom, under pressure from their God and his plagues, he is
willing to cede some authority. He can not imagine that their God wishes to relate to each and every
one of the miserable people he has enslaved. He can not imagine that each of these individuals is a
separate entity, standing alone before God.

Moses, on the other hand, explains the core of monotheism to Pharaoh, and to us. All of us, young
and old, man and woman, must stand before God. As equals. As individuals. We all must participate in
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Torah Commentary

the relationship with the divine. And so, all of Israel must be allowed to go and commune with God in
the desert. God, who created every one of us, has a relationship with every one of us.

This is the way Judaism works, and this is why the Jews must leave oppressive, totalitarian, autocratic
Egypt, the Egypt that enslaves, the Egypt that rules, for the freedom of the desert. There, and only
there, unencumbered by the chains of slavery, oppression, and royalty, each and every individual, on
his or her own, stands before the Creator of the Universe. Celebrates before the Creator of the
Universe. In fact, we can perhaps say that the specific content of this celebration in the desert is the
fact that all of us, young and old, male and female, can stand, and are standing, as independent entities
before God. That itself is worthy of celebration.

Yahrzeit List for Week Beginning January 24, 2026 / 6 Shevat 5786

The seventh aliyah is reserved for those observing yahrzeits during the coming week. If you are observing a
yahrzeit this week, please come forward at the seventh aliyah and give your full Hebrew name to the gabbai who
will call you to the Torah. Your full Hebrew name includes your name and then ben/bat/mibeit and your parents’
names or Avraham and Sarah. Please say your name loudly and clearly, so that the gabbai can hear it.

Masks are required on the bimah during the Torah service. If you do not have one, please get one from the

basket by the greeter and put it on prior to coming up for an aliyah.

January 24/6 Shvat January 25/7 Shvat January 27/9 Shvat January 29/11 Shvat
Leon Birnberg Stuart Grant Zevi Gersh Jack Lee
Nathan Bomberg Etta Reva Greenberg Joseph Goldman Betty Lentz
Sadie Cohen Lena Meltzer David Hirth Helene Lowinger
Daniel Friend Isadore Riback William Mayberg Sylvia Sacks
Harry Goldenberg Martin Snyder Harvey Stocker Jerome Meyer Wysoker
Eve Katz Renee Singer William Mark Lena Deborah Yblonsky
Benjamin Kozberg Michael Zimmerman
Enid Larson Griffin January 26/8 Shvat Pauline Getsug
Ida Libman Lillian Chinitz January 28/10 Shvat Dora Wernick
. Chayah Sarah Berman

Sarah Nitzberg Otto Dreyer ) Jenny Segal
Ellen Sand i Thomas Cronmiller

en Sanders Catherine Galloway Ben Goldetsk
Sarah Siegel Addie Gendler Y January 30/12 Shvat
Nathan Waldman Addie Hoff G'lllls.tav Gllltman Louis Goldberg
Boris Abramovich Rochelle Kleinbaum T 1€ Kap an Emily Gruen White

Wolfson Jess Liberman Cllllrl?s LoveJoyl Ernest Harrison
Beverly M. Schmuckler Phillip Robinson Phillip Rosenb um Anna Levy
Stella Rose Smith Leonard Schloff Ruth S(l:(llmenzelt Rosa Liebman
Henry Feinwachs Gertrude Shohet Dora Sklar Max Rubin

Albert B. Miller
Sylvia Sloane

Morris Steinman
Isaac Stern
Edith Levy

&

Solomon Schatz
Tessie Schwartz
Molly Tyler
Abraham Margoles
Sanger Dreyfus



TODAY at Beth Jacob
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,L:/n_ Limudim:  Limudim: Our Learning Community

We begin with breakfast at 9:00am. We are so excited to see our building full of families
engaged in fun and meaningful Jewish learning!

Stand Up... Sit Down... What Does It All Mean?
Every 2nd & 4th Saturday, 9:15 in the Saide Chapel

A class for the curious and confused. Each week is taught by a leader in our congregation who will
explain the prayers, the services, and the movements associated with Shabbat. Attend as you can.

Today, Sara Lynn Newberger's topic will be:
"Why Do We Do That During Services?: Mystery Movements Explained."

rJC paC

Children are Welcome in our Sanctuary!

@ We encourage children's participation in services and love having them in our
sanctuary. Older children are encouraged to lead parts of the service and/or read
Torah once able to do so. Younger children are invited to carry crowns during the

' end of services they can visit the rabbi's magic tallis bag to receive a lollipop or mini ™
bubbles. Parents, please let Rabbi Tamar know if you do not want your child to
receive one of these items.

Inclusivity and Accessibility During Services

We recognize the variety of needs within our community and strive to provide access to all through physical,
emotional, and/or sensory accommodations. The majority of our prayers and scripture readings are
conducted in Hebrew, so we invite those who do not read Hebrew to use a copy of the transliterated
prayerbook (siddur) found on the table near the entrance to the sanctuary. We have large print books, braille
prayerbooks, and listening devices available on the bookshelf in the lobby. There is also a sensory-friendly
room just off the sanctuary with a speaker and window from which services can be experienced. Please ask
the greeter near the sanctuary door if you need help locating any of these. Please reach out to our office if
there are needs that aren’t being met.




Upcoming at Beth Jacob - January 24, 2026

For the Jew in the Pew

Every 1st, 3rd, and 5th Saturday 9:15 am in the Saide Chapel

Join Rabbi Lynn Liberman in the Chapel for some thoughtful study of the
Book of Psalms.

Stand Up, Sit Down, What Does It All Mean? TODAY

Every 2nd & 4th Saturday, 9:15 in the Saide Chapel, Starting January 10

For the curious and confused. Guest teachers will explain the prayers, the
services, and the movements associated with Shabbat. Attend as you can.

Tot Shabbat

10:00 - 10:30 am in The Nursery

Join us on the first Shabbat of the month in the nursery for Tot Shabbat. We
will have a song-filled Shabbat Morning Service for BJC's littlest ones (0-3
years old). We will then have an oneg and playtime for parents to schmooze
and kids to play.

Pre-Shul Playgroup—Every Friday at 10:30 am
Join our open play time for young children and their caregivers. Meet in the
nursery every Friday morning from 10:30am until naptime.

ADULT EDUCATION:

Introduction to Judaism, with Rabbi Cathy Nemiroff
Monday evenings Beth-Jacob.org/Intro

Morning Mishnah, with Rabbi Tamar Magill-Grimm
Wednesdays at around 8:00 am (after minyan)

in the Saide Chapel and online

Join on Zoom at Beth-Jacob.org/Minyan

Tanach, with David Rischall
Sundays 7:30-8:30 on Zoom: https://us06web.zoom.us/j/79546614386
Questions? Call David at 651-230-3911.

Limudim Adult Ed
Tuesdays 6:30-7:30 Register at Beth-Jacob.org/LimudimAdultEd

Raising Jewish Kids—A Conversation Circle

Tuesdays 5:30-6:30 in the Chapel

For parents and caregivers, interfaith families, Jewish couples, single parents...
basically anyone involved in raising Jewish kids. Talking about the blessings and
challenges, sharing struggles, ideas and resources.
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http://beth-jacob.org/Intro
http://beth-jacob.org/Minyan
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/79546614386

Upcoming at Beth Jacob - January 24, 2026

Echoes of the Seasons - A Musical Tu Bishvat Experience
Sunday, January 25, 3:00-5:00pm

Beth Jacob is host to this special musical Icelebration of Tu Bishvat.
Koleinu provides a participatory musical expereince you don't want to miss!
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Experience

Pancake Breakfast February 1

The annual BJUSY pancake breakfast is coming up and we are looking for
sponsors for each aspect of the event. Sponsorship donations directly support
our youth programming and scholarships at Beth Jacob. To Sponsor and/or buy
tickets, go to Beth-Jacob.org/Pancake

Submit Your Film!

The Beth Jacob Purim Film Festival jury awaits your submission! Your film is
short (about a miinute or less), FUNNY (seriously), and possibly about
Purim.We can’t wait to see it and add it to the lineup!

Submit your film using WeTransfer.com. Send to Frances@ Beth-Jacob.org

Kids Clothes Exchange

Tuesday, February 3, 5-7pm

Bring your Hand-Me-Downs (size 2-16), sorted by size, gender, and type, and take
home “new” clothes for your kid(s). Clothes may be brought to the Pancake
Breakfast on February 1, or the day of the event, February 3. Volunteer or ask
questions: RTaurog@gmail.com.

Partnership Together - P2G Shabbat

January 31

We will have a special D’var Torah from Beth Jacob members who recently retured
from a P2G trip to Israel, and then a Post Kiddush Learning on the impact of the
Jewish Federation’s P2G Program on participants and our partners in Israel.

Blood Drive--NEW DATE

Sunday, May 31

Please mark your calendar to save a life on May 31 at the annual Beth Jacob Blood
Drive. Keep in mind that the if you are donating double red, your previous donation.
cannot be after February 7, and if you are donating whole blood, your previous
donation cannot be after April 4. THANK YOU!




