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Welcome to Beth Jacob Congregation, a Jewish ¢community that - . Sonya@Beth-Jacob.org
comes together to nurture relationships with God and each other. Director of Congregational Programming:
We are a Conservative synagogue that values Torah (study), Frances Fischer
Avodah (reverential service) and Gemilut Hasadim (acts of loving- Frances@Beth-Jacob.org
kindness). We believe every person has an equal opportunity to be Interim Limudim Coordinator and
part of our community regardless of age, race, ability, special needs, gi‘ggﬂ‘f{ggs“
financial status, sexual orientation or gender identity. We're glad Rimon@Beth-Jacob.org

you've joined us this Shabbat!

Youth and Education Coordinator:
Marisa Goffman

Thank you to everyone who contributed to Youth@Beth-Jacob.org
Shabbat services this week. Co-Presidents: .
Leonard Oppenheimer & Tessa Silver
President@Beth-Jacob.org
Gabbaim: D’var Torah: Rabbi Emeritus:
Erin Webb, Rabbi Shosh Dworsky Rabbi Morris Allen

Jonathan Ehrlich,
Stuart Kaufman

Our services depend on the participation

Greeters & Security: of our community members. We welcome
Roy Kay, Eric Pasternack, diverse voices and talents to lead our
Mindy Ratner community in prayer and to read Torah.

Mashgiach: Mike Keller Please use this QR
code, or sign up at

Kitchen Crew:
Robert Rees & Anne Cronmiller, Beth-Jacob.org/DavenOrTorah.
Marjean Rude, Steve Krovitz,
Ron & Bonnie Weisman

Torah Reading

First / Rishon Aliyah Genesis 1:1-2:3 p.3 Sara Lynn Newberger
Second / Sheni Aliyah Genesis 2:4-2:19 p. 12 Ellen Johnson

Third / Shelishi Aliyah Genesis 2:20-3:21 p. 16 Louis Hunter

Fourth / Revi'i Aliyah Genesis 3:22-4:18 p. 23 Eric Pasternack

Fifth / Chamishi Aliyah Genesis 4:19-4:26 p. 28 Michael Hofrichter
Sixth / Shishi Aliyah Genesis 5:1-5:24 p. 30 Jonathan Ehrlich
Seventh / Shevi'i Aliyah Genesis 5:25-6:8 p. 32 Ely Sheinfeld

Maftir Genesis 6:5-6:8 p. 34 Ely Sheinfeld
Haftarah Isaiah 42:5-21 p. 36 Sharon Press

This week’s kiddush is unsponsored. Please consider donating to the Beth Jacob Kiddush Fund to
support our wonderful Shabbat Kiddush tradition. Beth-Jacob.org/Kiddush

Torah - Avodah - Gemilut Chasadim www.beth-jacob.org 651-452-2226




Torah Commentary Bereishit

Becoming Every Brother’s Keeper

All humanity descended from one family.
By Rachel Farbiarz

Among the several firsts of this week’s Torah portion are cruelty and violence, introduced into the
human story by Cain’s murder of his brother Abel. As depraved as it is, Cain’s sin seems only to
grow, to expand from violent rage into genuine cruelty when we hear his response to God’s haunting
question, “Where is Abel, your brother?” To this, Cain spits back, taunting God — and us — with
his perverse question, “Am I my brother’s keeper? (Genesis 4:9).”

The Torah has set up its audience ingeniously here. It baits us to answer Cain. It begs us to intervene
in this macabre rhetorical volley and shout back through the eons in disbelief: “Of course you are
your brother’s keeper! That hateful rejection of your familial responsibility is the very thing that
allowed you to spill his blood!” By posing—and leaving unanswered—Cain’s audacious question, the
Torah compels us to articulate this fundamental moral principle for ourselves. It prompts us to
experience our response as an intuition as primal as Cain’s violence.

While the Torah leaves this outraged response to its reader, it does not leave Cain’s question
unanswered. Instead, it allows a subtler response to unfold. At the close of Cain’s story, the Torah
recounts the generations between Adam and Noah, from which Cain is conspicuously absent. After
Abel’s murder, Adam and Eve beget another son, Seth. Seth, in turn begets Enosh, who begets
Kenan, who begets Mahalalel, who begets Jared, who begets Hanokh, who begets Metuselah, who
begets Noah, from whom, as survivors of the flood, we are all descended.

What is the value of this odd literary form, this recitation of generations? There is a midrash that
recounts a discussion between the Sages in which they debate the fundamental principle of the
Torah. Rabbi Akiva maintained that the greatest principle was Leviticus’s command to “love your
neighbor as yourself.” To this, Ben Azzai responded that the recitation of the generations of Adam is
the greater principle (Sifra, Kedoshim 4:12).

We can understand Ben Azzai to mean that Bereshit’s recitation of our common ancestry
underscores the depth and breadth of our responsibilities to one another even more powerfully than
the golden rule. After Cain, the Torah starts human history over again. It leads us through the
generations of begetting, impressing upon us that our history is fundamentally a relational one that
is rooted in a common ancestry, a single family of humanity.

And in this original familial relationship resides our profound responsibility to one another. The
recitation of the generations of Adam trumps the golden rule as the “greater principle” because it
clarifies the subject of the ethical imperative. “Let there be no mistake,” the begetting seem to say.

The ‘neighbors’ for whom you must care are not only the people around you, but the entirety of this
large, unruly human family from which you are a lucky, and burdened, descendent. Each member of
this family is your ‘brother.” And none, therefore, are you free to abandon.”

CONT.>



Torah Commentary

This section of the Torah, the recitation of the generations of Adam, thus challenges us to allow
God’s question to Cain—“Where is Abel, your brother?”—to reverberate throughout the millennia. It
demands that we pose this question with the awareness that, in the eyes of Bereshit, all humanity is
descended of one family. It compels us to pay attention to the words of the question itself-to
recognize that it is not only a query about Abel’s whereabouts, but also an insistence that he is our
brother.

As common descendants of Adam, we are not free to shed our brotherhood with Abel. We are
simply not at liberty to allow the gulfs created by national, cultural, linguistic, religious, or racial
differences to obscure our responsibility to those who are hurt or violated. Instead, we must step up
to this haunting question whenever it is asked and answer resolutely: “I am my brother’s keeper.”

Inclusivity and Accessibility During Services

We recognize the variety of needs within our community and strive to provide access to all through physical,
emotional, and/or sensory accommodations. The majority of our prayers and scripture readings are
conducted in Hebrew, so we invite those who do not read Hebrew to use a copy of the transliterated
prayerbook (siddur) found on the table near the entrance to the sanctuary. We have large print books, braille
prayerbooks, and listening devices available on the bookshelf in the lobby. There is also a sensory-friendly
room just off the sanctuary with a speaker and window from which services can be experienced. Please ask
the greeter near the sanctuary door if you need help locating any of these. Please reach out to our office if
there are needs that aren’t being met.

TODAY at Beth Jacob
PN

(5:,._ Limudim:  Limudim: Our Learning Community

We begin with breakfast at 9:00am. We are so excited to see our building full of families
engaged in fun and meaningful Jewish learning!

For the Jew in the Pew
With Rabbi Lynn Liberman 9:15-10:00am in the Chapel

Today we will be epecially leaning around a psalm in honor of the Freed Hostages!

Spanish Table at Kiddush

Bienvenidos to the Spanish speaking table on the third Saturday of the month.

;Ven a sentarte a la mesa y hablaremos espariol!




At Beth Jacob

Children are Welcome in our Sanctuary!

We encourage children's participation in services and love having them in our sanctuary.
Older children are encouraged to lead parts of the service and/or read Torah once able to e
b do so. Younger children are invited to carry crowns during the Torah service and are also &8
# invited to the bimah for Adon Olam each week. At the end of services they can visit the

rabbi's magic tallis bag to receive a lollipop or mini bubbles. Parents, please let Rabbi

Tamar know if you do not want your child to receive one of these items.

Yahrzeit List for Week Beginning October 18, 2025 / 26 Tishrei 5786

The seventh aliyah is reserved for those observing yahrzeits during the coming week. If you are observing
a yahrzeit this week, please come forward at the seventh aliyah and give your full Hebrew name to the
gabbai who will call you to the Torah. Your full Hebrew name includes your name and then
ben/bat/mibeit and your parents’ names or Avraham and Sarah. Please say your name loudly and clearly,
so that the gabbai can hear it.

Masks are required on the bimah during the Torah service. If you do not have one, please get one from
the basket by the greeter and put it on prior to coming up for an aliyah.

October 18 / 26 Tishrei October 21 / 29 Tishreil October 23 / 1 Cheshvan
Philip Baron Margaret Adrik Louis Gallop
Serene Frishberg Miriam Dubov Edward Greenberg
Ike Hymovitz Miriam Johnson Rachel Miller
Jennie Liefschultz Jacob Keller Samuel Prell
Hattye Barker Weisbaum Mae Georgia Nau Jimmy Siegel
Ben Zetlin Hart Rosenberg Corrine Sterenson
Nathan Leo Coddon Marilyn Schreiber Faye Zark
L. Fannie Smith Apnie Winnick )

Octol?er 19/ 27 Tishrei Phillip Winer Dlgpe (DeeDee) Levitt
Morris Blons Rebecca Ornstein Philip Newberger
Gregg Flaum
Laurie Holden October 22 / 30 Tishrei October 24 / 2 Cheshvan
Sidney Sinasky Isaiah Berkovitz Sol Cohen

Shelley Rhoda Feinstein Robert Cohn
October 20 / 28 Tishrei Lily Ginsberg Rose Freeman
Joseph Benmaman Ronald Grimm Moris Goldetsky
Ruth Edelson Rita Halper Nissim Malabel
Frieda Levy Jenny Hirschhorn Minnie Schein
Ben Rivkin Rose Kaufman Sylvia Turover
Solomon Wolkoff Leon Keller Allen Nilva

Beatrice Multer

Pauline Sadowsky
Samuel Solomon
Cathie-Ann Lippman



Upcoming at Beth Jacob - October 18, 2025

Ongoing

For the Jew in the Pew TODAY

Every 1st, 3rd, and Sth Saturday 9:15 am in the Saide Chapel

Join Rabbi Lynn Liberman in the Chapel for some thoughtful study of the Book of
Psalms.

Tot Shabbat First Shabbat of the Month

10:00 - 10:30 am in The Nursery

Join us on the first Shabbat of the month in the nursery for Tot Shabbat. We will
have a song-filled Shabbat Morning Service for BJC's littlest ones (0-3 years old).
We will then have an oneg and playtime for parents to schmooze and kids to play.

Pre-Shul Playgroup—Every Friday at 10:30 am
Join our open play time for young children and their caregivers. Meet in the
nursery every Friday morning from 10:30am until naptime.

ADULT EDUCATION:

Introduction to Judaism, with Rabbi Cathy Nemiroff

Monday evenings, starting October 27

This class is a general introduction for people who are curious, considering
conversion, or would like a refresher. Zoom link will be given to those who

register. Beth-Jacob.org/Intro

Discover Mussar

New Va'ad starting October 23

Whether you have been part of a va'ad or you have never done Mussar, this group
is for you. Learn and practice the traits of Mussar to lead a more ethical and
meaningful life. Our facilitator is Gayle Zoffer, and we will meet every other
Thursday from 10-12 at Beth Jacob. Register at Beth-Jacob.org/Mussar

Morning Mishnah, with Rabbi Tamar Magill-Grimm

Wednesdays at around 8:00 am (after minyan) 201N
in the Saide Chapel and online Mussar
Join on Zoom at Beth-Jacob.org/Minyan
Tanach, with David Rischall
Sundays 7:30-8:30 on Zoom: https://usO6web.zoom.us/j/79546614386
Questions? Call David at 651-230-3911.
Limudim Adult Ed
Tuesdays 6:30-7:30
Talmudic Folklore with Rabbi David Thomas 2 APLTED
Why the Jewish Holidays are Wise with Sara Lynn Newberger (:,11 Limudim:

Hebrew for Adults with Lydia Schultz
Register at Beth-Jacob.org/LimudimAdultEd




Upcoming at Beth Jacob - October 18, 2025

EVENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Collection for those facing Homelessness

From Sukkot through November

We will have a collection box in the lobby for items needed by those facing
homeless or housing insecurity. [tems most needed are socks, underwear, diapers,
and feminine products.

Meet Our New Shaliach Tal

October 25 After Kiddush

Tal brings warmth, energy, and a deep love of community to our St. Paul Jewish
community. Come meet him and be delighted!

Temple of Aaron Blood Drive

Tuesday November 4 (election day), 12-6pm

There is plenty of time between the Temple of Aaron Blood Drive and the Beth
Jacob Blood Drive — take this opportunity to save even more lives! Book your
appointment at redcrossblood.org: sponsor code: TOA.

Installation of Rabbi Tamar Magill-Grimm as
Senior Rabbi of Beth Jacob Congregation

November 7 - 6:00pm Kabbalat Shabbat followed by a Potluck dinner and toasts
in honor of Rabbi Tamar.

November 8 - 9:00am Shabbat morning services with a d’var Torah from Rabbi
Sharon Cohen Anisfeld, President of Hebrew College.

November 9 - 10:30am Rabbi Tamar’s Installation. Ceremony will be followed
by a catered brunch.

=

Two Jews, Three Opinions

With Jenna Fischer

Sunday, October 26, 10:00am

Jenna Fischer returns to discuss her latest venture: Two Jews, Three Opinions, a
project to facilitate challenging conversations within American Jewish
communities. 2J30 will encourage dialogue, creating space to respectfully engage
in difficult conversations about identity, safety, and the [sraeli-Palestinian conflict.
Bagels will be served. RSVP: Beth-Jacob.org/2J30.

Antisemitism on Campus

With Dr. Natan Paradise

Saturday, November 15 after kiddush

Hear how the U of MN compares to other institutions, how we got there, what is
meant by the weaponization of antisemitism, and what can we do to help.




