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comes together to nurture relationships with God and each other. Director of Congregational Programming:
We are a Conservative synagogue that values Torah (study), Frances Fischer
Avodah (reverential service) and Gemilut Hasadim (acts of loving- Frances@Beth-Jacob.org
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financial status, sexual orientation or gender identity. We're glad Rimon@Beth-Jacob.org

you've joined us this Shabbat!

Youth and Education Coordinator:
Marisa Goffman

Thank you to everyone who contributed to Youth@Beth-Jacob.org
Shabbat services this week. Co-Presidents: ,
Leonard Oppenheimer & Tessa Silver
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. ease use this QR
Sheldon Berkowitz code, or sign up at
Beth-Jacob.org/DavenOrTorah.
Torah Reading
First / Rishon Aliyah Genesis 28:10-28:22 p. 166 Noam Sienna
Second / Sheni Aliyah Genesis 29:1-29:17 p. 169 Rav Shosh Dworsky
Third / Shelishi Aliyah Genesis 29:18-30:13 p- 171 Brad Elkin
Fourth / Revi'i Aliyah Genesis 30:14-30:27 p. 176 Louis Hunter
Fifth / Chamishi Aliyah Genesis 30:28-31:16 p. 178 Giulia Girgenti
Sixth / Shishi Aliyah Genesis 31:17-31:42 p. 181 TBA
Seventh / Shevi'i Aliyah Genesis 31:43-32:3 p. 185 Rosanne Zaidenweber
Maftir Genesis 32:1-32:3 p. 187 Rosanne Zaidenweber
Haftarah Hosea 11:7-12:12 p. 195 Rav Shosh Dworsky

This week's kiddush is unsponsored and supported by donations made to the Kiddush Fund.
Thank you to everyone that has donated to the fund to make this kiddush possible. Please consider
making a donation to the Kiddush Fund to allow Beth Jacob's kiddush tradition to continue.

Torah - Avodah - Gemilut Chasadim www.beth-jacob.org 651-452-2226
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Torah Commentary Vayetze

Leah’s Hidden Blessing

Why does the Torah specifically mention the "weak eyes" of the matriarch Leah?
By Rabbi Menachem Creditor
Pearl and Ira Meyer Scholar-in-Residence at UJA-Federation New York

When do you close your eyes while you're awake? Birthday wishes, bubbling laughter, crying —
moments of intensity in which we find ourselves tapping into invisible emotions. Closed eyes can
enable us to see past the apparent and envision what could be.

My father once explained that the moon is considered new according to Jewish tradition when it is
hidden from our eyes. Hence its Hebrew name, molad, which literally means “birth.” These notions of
hiddenness and newness, of birth and imagination, are directly related to Parashat Vayetzei.

Our matriarch Leah is introduced in this portion as having “weak eyes,” while her sister Rachel is
described as beautiful. (The Hebrew word for weak, rakkot, can also be translated as “soft.”) Why are
Leah’s weak eyes specifically mentioned in the Torah?

In the Midrash, Rabbi Yochanan explained: What does rakkot mean? That her eyes had grown weak
through weeping, for people used to say: “This was the arrangement; the elder daughter [Leah] is for
the elder son [Esau], and the younger daughter [Rachel] for the younger son [Jacob].” And Leah used
to weep and pray, “May it be Your will that I do not fall to the lot of that wicked man.”

The softness of Leah’s eyes — reminiscent of Isaac, whose eyes also grew dim with time — are due to
her trying to create an alternative timeline, to see beyond a fate she wishes to avoid. So Leah closes her
eyes and cries. And what does she see with her eyes closed? A different life than the one people have
been telling her is coming.

Today, we are constantly bombarded by announcements of forthcoming doom and imminent utopia.
Neither is quite right. The future is not that clear, and as Rabbi Yochanan himself taught elsewhere:
“Since the Temple was destroyed, prophecy has been taken from prophets and given to fools and
children.” Leah’s tears teach us to face those moments of prophecy with closed eyes and open, honest
hearts.

What might happen if we close our eyes, perhaps letting some tears out, and imagine the world we
wish for?
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The Talmud tells us:

When one goes to measure [the corn in] their granary, they should pray, ‘May it be
Your will, O Lord our God, to send a blessing upon the work of our hands.” ...But if
one measured and then prayed, it is a vain prayer, because a blessing is not found in
that which is already weighed, measured, or counted, but only in that which is
hidden from the eye. ( Talmud, Bava Metzia 42a)

May we envision tomorrow with renewed hope. And may we recognize the truth of Leah’s beautiful
softness, lyrically articulated by Antoine De Saint-Exupery: “One sees clearly only with the heart.
Anything essential is invisible to the eyes.”

Children are Welcome in our Sanctuary!

We encourage children's participation in services and love having them in our
sanctuary. Older children are encouraged to lead parts of the service and/or read
Torah once able to do so. Younger children are invited to carry crowns during the
Torah service and are also invited to the bimah for Adon Olam each week. At the &%
end of services they can visit the rabbi's magic tallis bag to receive a lollipop or mini ™
bubbles. Parents, please let Rabbi Tamar know if you do not want your child to

receive one of these items.

During Kiddush, we invite you to get to know someone better.
Try to start a conversation with someone you don’t usually speak with.
Here are some questions to get you started.

) 1 - If you could play any role in a movie 5 4
\D\ §\® or on TV, what would it be? 0 ’{/'73 'P[[
v 2

9\ N\)) 2 - Do xmas displays and songs at stores bother J, /‘/
i\’)‘ you or do you enjoy/tolerate them? 0%f

3 - What was your favorite childhood toy?



We recognize the variety of needs within our community and strive to provide access to all through physical,
emotional, and/or sensory accommodations. The majority of our prayers and scripture readings are
conducted in Hebrew, so we invite those who do not read Hebrew to use a copy of the transliterated
prayerbook (siddur) found on the table near the entrance to the sanctuary. We have large print books, braille
prayerbooks, and listening devices available on the bookshelf in the lobby. There is also a sensory-friendly
room just off the sanctuary with a speaker and window from which services can be experienced. Please ask
the greeter near the sanctuary door if you need help locating any of these. Please reach out to our office if

Inclusivity and Accessibility During Services

there are needs that aren’t being met.

Yahrzeit List for Week Beginning November 29, 2025 / 9 Kislev 5786

The seventh aliyah is reserved for those observing yahrzeits during the coming week. If you are observing a
yahrzeit this week, please come forward at the seventh aliyah and give your full Hebrew name to the gabbai who
will call you to the Torah. Your full Hebrew name includes your name and then ben/bat/mibeit and your parents’
names or Avraham and Sarah. Please say your name loudly and clearly, so that the gabbai can hear it.

Masks are required on the bimah during the Torah service. If you do not have one, please get one from the basket

by the greeter and put it on prior to coming up for an aliyah.

November 29/9 Kislev
Nathan Berg

Ida Dora Cook
Harvey Fishman
Max Schway
Adrienne Weinstein
Jake Henry Nilva
Herbert Sloane

November 30/10 Kislev
Abraham Blumenfeld
Morris Boriskin
Albert Kontur

Eva Wolkowiez
Rebecca Shapira

December 1/11 Kislev
Irene Krause

Harry Isaac Mack
Millicent Olstein

Hazel Shamblott-Berenson
Melvin Simon

Dorothy Wolfson Smith
Samuel Coddon

December 2/12 Kislev
Amalia "Abuela Ama" Bejar
Abraham Bercovitz

David Caplan

Dolores Fink

Patric Labara

Mark Lorberbaum

Mary Prell

December 2/12 Kislev
(cont’d)

Sam Rosenblatt

Alvin Siegel

Naomi Steinberg
Sarah Volk

Hymie Yuffe

Yale Rutzick

Calvin Calmenson
Hayim Shlomo Malmon
December 3/13 Kislev
Louis Ackerman

Joe Bongart

George Chase

Yale Drazen

Esther Peck

Edward Aloysis Pickett
Gertrude Slavin

Fanny Ostfield

December 4/14 Kislev
Larry Johnston
Renee Rosenberg
John Sethna

Helen Ruth Tench
Donald Klass
Donald Klass
Gilbert Gordon

December 5/15 Kislev
Jacob Davis

Shirley Fox

Harry Moreno

Max Rose

Sidney B. Schwaidelson
Benjamin W. Snell



Upcoming at Beth Jacob - November 29, 2025

Ongoing

For the Jew in the Pew - NEXT WEEK

Every 1st, 3rd, and 5th Saturday 9:15 am in the Saide Chapel

Join Rabbi Lynn Liberman in the Chapel for some thoughtful study of the Book of
Psalms.

Tot Shabbat - NEXT WEEK

10:00 - 10:30 am in The Nursery

Join us on the first Shabbat of the month in the nursery for Tot Shabbat. We will
have a song-filled Shabbat Morning Service for BIC's littlest ones (0-3 years old).
We will then have an oneg and playtime for parents to schmooze and kids to play.

Pre-Shul Playgroup—Every Friday at 10:30 am
Join our open play time for young children and their caregivers. Meet in the
nursery every Friday morning from 10:30am until naptime.

ALY
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ADULT EDUCATION:

Introduction to Judaism, with Rabbi Cathy Nemiroff

Monday evenings

This class 1s a general introduction for people who are curious, considering
conversion, or would like a refresher. Zoom link will be given to those who
register. Beth-Jacob.org/Intro

Morning Mishnah, with Rabbi Tamar Magill-Grimm
Wednesdays at around 8:00 am (after minyan)

in the Saide Chapel and online

Join on Zoom at Beth-Jacob.org/Minvan

Tanach, with David Rischall
Sundays 7:30-8:30 on Zoom: https://us06web.zoom.us/j/79546614386
Questions? Call David at 651-230-3911.

Limudim Adult Ed
Tuesdays 6:30-7:30 Register at Beth-Jacob.org/LimudimAdultEd

Why the Jewish Holidays are Wise with Sara Lynn Newberger
Hebrew for Adults with Lydia Schultz

Raising Jewish Kids—A Conversation Circle

Tuesdays 5:30-6:30 in the Chapel

For parents and caregivers, interfaith families, Jewish couples, single parents...
basically anyone involved in raising Jewish kids. Talking about the blessings and
challenges, sharing struggles, ideas and resources.

ADULT ED

&= Limugim:
{5 Limudi




Upcoming at Beth Jacob - November 29, 2025

EVENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

October 7 Memorial

Many have been wearing yellow pins or the silver hostage necklaces for over two
years. Some of us have taken them off and some of us will wear them until all of
the bodies remaining in Gaza are returned.

Those who are ready to remove pins and necklaces are invited to bring them to the
shul and place them on a displayed Torah cover that is not being used as a
memorial for the atrocities of October 7th, 2023.

From the Archives
Saturday, December 6, after kiddush

Kate Dietrick, Archivist for the Upper Midwest Jewish Archives at the University
of Minnesota, will join us to speak about the recent donation to the archives of
over 100 boxes of materials documenting Beth Jacob’s history. She will share
stories uncovered from the materials donated and discuss why having this
collection in the archives contributes to the essential task of preserving local
Jewish history.

Poetry Reading
Saturday, December 13, after kiddush

Penny Simison will read some poems from her book Precarious, about tough
times and resilience. Several of the poems came out of a trip to Holocaust sites in
Poland, and some of them think about God (really).

Pajama Hanukkah Extravaganza
Tuesday, December 16, 5:30-7:30

Food! Crafts! Music! Fun for the whole family! Come in your pajamas and enjoy
dinner and a special Hanukkah celebration, complete with Wendy Baldinger's
Wiggle, Jiggle, Jam. If you are in Limudim or Gesher, it's free! Otherwise, dinner
is $10/person. Register at Beth-Jacob.org/PHE

Game Day
January 10, after kiddush

Play games we have here, or bring your own. New games have been donated.
All ages welcome! Stay for as much of the afternoon as you like.




