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Shabbat Salom

Ekev

Welcome to Beth Jacob Congregation, a Jewish community that
comes together to nurture relationships with God and each other.
We are a Conservative synagogue that values Torah (study),
Avodah (reverential service) and Gemilut Hasadim (acts of loving-
kindness). We believe every person has an equal opportunity to be
part of our community regardless of age, race, ability, special needs,
financial status, sexual orientation or gender identity. We're glad
you've joined us this Shabbat!

Rabbi Emeritus:
Rabbi Morris Allen
D’var Torah Greeters & Security:
Ted Flaum Andy Greenfeld
Davenners Roy Kay
. g Mark Usem -
Bernie Miller Lvdia Schult Our services depend on the
ydia Seiu iz participation of our community
Gabbaim: Robert Binder members. We welcome diverse
Eric Pasternack . voices and talents to lead our
Jonathan Ehrlich Mashgiach: community in prayer and to read
Leonard Oppenheimer Geoff Marshall Torah.
Kitchen:
Elaine Durfresne, Please use this QR e
o ’J'e j’;’ e Doris Rubenstein, code, or sign up at i,
glzi“g}%gfg;:élm Honan, Beth-Jacob.org/DavenorTorah
Torah Reading
First / Rishon Aliyah Deuteronomy 7:12-8:10 p. 1037 Giulia Girgenti
Second / Sheni Aliyah Deuteronomy 8:11-9:3 p. 1041 Sara Lynn Newberger
Third / Shelishi Aliyah Deuteronomy 9:4-9:29 p. 1042 Jonathan Ehrlich
Fourth / Revi'l Aliyah Deuteronomy 10:1-10:11 p. 1046 Susan Moses-Zirkes
Fifth / Chamishi Aliyah Deuteronomy 10:12-11:9 p. 1048 Louis Hunter
Sixth / Shishi Aliyah Deuteronomy 11:10-11:21 p. 1051 Brian Millberg
Seventh / Shevi't Aliyah Deuteronomy 11:22-11:25 p- 1053 Nina Samuels
Maftir Deuteronomy 11:22-11:25 p. 1053 Nina Samuels
Haftarah Isaiah 49:14-51:3 p. 1056 Amalia Prohofsky

This week's kiddush is unsponsored and supported by donations made to the Kiddush Fund.
Thank you to everyone that has donated to the fund to make this kiddush possible.
Donations are always welcome at Beth-Jacob.org/Kiddush

Torah - Avodah - Gemilut Chasadim www.beth-jacob.org 651-452-2226




Torah Commentary Ekev

Winning the Divine Lottery
Moses reminds the Israelites that their accomplishments are
not solely the result of their own efforts.

By Rabbi Dan Ross
Rabbi Dan Ross is a rabbi at Central Synagogue in New York.

In his book “Outliers,” Malcolm Gladwell seeks to expose how random factors beyond our control
make some of us more likely to succeed than others. Classic example: More Major League Baseball
players have been born in August than any other month. Why? Because until 2006, Little League
baseball’s age cutoft date was July 31, meaning that if you were born in August, you were older and
bigger and better than the other players on your team. All because of the happy accident of your
birthday.

Gladwell seeks to undermine the narrative that the most successful among us — the singular talents
who supposedly rise from nothing — succeed because of their grit and gumption, because of their
unparalleled genius and unusual gifts. Far too often, these fanciful stories conceal hidden advantages
that were essential to the person’s success, hidden advantages like an August birthday.

One could call the Torah the grandaddy of all rags to riches stories, chronicling the Israelites’
journey from the bitter suffering of slavery in Egypt to the sweet success of the land of milk and
honey. And in Parashat Eikev, we find the children of Israel on the cusp of their greatest triumph to
date. At long last, after 400 years of slavery and 40 years of trekking through the wilderness, they’re
about to enter the promised land.

The Torah tells us many times the reason for this ascendancy: “The mighty hand and the
outstretched arm” of God. We are told that God chose the children of Israel to be a kingdom of
priests and a holy nation. Yet for many of us, the notion that Jews are uniquely cherished by God is
among the most challenging ideas in our theology. It smacks of conceit and Jewish superiority. It
doesn’t feel right. It’s gotten us into trouble.

Why were we chosen? What makes us so special?

A midrash in Pirkei D’Rabbi Eliezer offers a paradigm-shifting answer. One day, God and the angels
gathered to decide who among them would represent each of the nations of the world. They chose
to assign each nation by casting lots. The first angel picked the Moabites, the second the Jebusites,
the third the Edomites, and so on. Until finally it came God’s turn to pick. And who should God’s
lot fall upon, but the children of Israel.

In other words, Jews won the divine lottery. That’s it. Dumb luck. Which is why it is all the more
prescient when Moses warns us in Parashat Eikev not to forget the genesis of our good fortune after
we reach the promised land:

When you have eaten your fill, and have built fine houses to live in, and your herds and
flocks have multiplied, and your silver and gold have increased, and everything you own
has prospered, beware lest your heart grow haughty and you forget the Eternal your God
... and say to yourselves, ‘My own power and the might of my own hand have made for me

this fortune.’”
CONTINUED =—>



Torah Commentary

CONTINUED

E.B. White wrote that “Luck is not something you can mention in the presence of self-made men.”
But luck is something that we should be talking about all the time, especially in the presence of so-
called self-made men. Because just thinking about luck makes us better people.

Studies have shown that simply being prompted to think about the role of fortune in our successes
makes us more generous to others, and more willing to give of our time and resources to the
common good. When we externalize the causes of our achievements, we realize how much we owe to
the world.

So inspired by Parashat Eikev, think of something that you’ve recently accomplished. Now think of
the factors beyond your control that contributed to that accomplishment: loving parents, a
supportive partner, an outstanding teacher, that job that opened up at just the right moment.

And when you say your bedtime shema, in the words of Maya Angelou, “Let gratitude be the pillow
upon which...you say your nightly prayer.”

Yahrzeit List for Week Beginning August 1, 2026 / 18Av 5786

The seventh aliyah is reserved for those observing yahrzeits during the coming week. If you are
observing a yahrzeit this week, please come forward at the seventh aliyah and give your full Hebrew
name to the gabbai who will call you to the Torah. Your full Hebrew name includes your name and
then ben/bat/mibeit and your parents’ names or Avraham and Sarah. Please say your name loudly and
clearly, so that the gabbai can hear it.

Masks are required on the bimah during the Torah service. If you do not have one, please get one

from the basket by the greeter and put it on prior to coming up for an aliyah.

August 1/18 Av
Abraham Fidelman
Adelle Nadler
Edward Marar
Edward Stone

Ilene Bender

Isser Lazarus Berman
Rose Kamesar
Sarah Miriam Dunn
Wilfred Garber
William Pentelovich

August 2/19 Av

Allen Oppenheimer
Barbara Hirsch-Abramson
Bertram Getsug

David Kenan

David Weisgurt

Mike Burstein

Molly Goldberg

Shirley Rosen

Vera Silverstein

August 3/20 Av

Dinah Elkin

Esther Eileen Kaplan
Harold Blustin

Ida Schmuckler

Irene Rosenberg

Minnie Karter

Nathan William Schoenkin
Sam Minsberg

August 4/21 Av
Arthur Farber
Dena Smith-Milavetz
Dora Simon
Hattie Harris
Paul Benzer
Herbert Shaffer
Raymond Failer
Rebecca Fishman
Shirley Bobrosky
Zelda Faske

August 5/22 Av

Allen Rosenberg
Annie Paper

Louis Leo Marofsky
Philip Tully Hodge
Robert J. Milavetz
Robert J. Milavetz
Sylvia Edith Goldman

August 6/23 Av
Abraham Pinchewsky

Chayah Sarah Karchmer

Dinah Shapir
Emanuel Block
Jennie Minny Schatz
Linda Laster

Philip Schwartz
Renée Majer

Rose Rischall

Sarah Witkin

August 7/24 Av
Anna Morgan

Avy Yuffe

Bessie Grodin
Hannah Mark
Harry Rosowsky
Hermine Markovitz
Rose Birnbaum
Tama Esensten
William Rosenberg
Yissachar Baer



Today at Beth Jacob

It’s Cool to be in Shul
Summer Kids Programming
with Erin Webb and Rabbi Maayan

Today: Scavenger Hunts

<%

French Table at Kiddush

Si vous voulez parler en frangais, rejoignez-vous a la table frangaise!

%

Tzedaka Hevra Post Kiddush Learning

Beth Jacob invites you to join our second Tzedaka Hevra! We are launching a second
cohort devoted to the fulfillment of the Jewish value of righteous giving in an

intentional and transformative way. Learn more about the Tzedaka Hevra and
whether you might want to participate today after kiddush.

Inclusivity and Accessibility During Services

We recognize the variety of needs within our community and strive to provide access to all through physical,
emotional, and/or sensory accommodations. The majority of our prayers and scripture readings are
conducted in Hebrew, so we invite those who do not read Hebrew to use a copy of the transliterated
prayerbook (siddur) found on the table near the entrance to the sanctuary. We have large print books, braille
prayerbooks, and listening devices available on the bookshelf in the lobby. There is also a sensory-friendly
room just off the sanctuary with a speaker and window from which services can be experienced. Please ask
the greeter near the sanctuary door if you need help locating any of these. Please reach out to our office if
there are needs that aren’t being met.

Children are Welcome in our Sanctuary!

We encourage children's participation in services and love having them in our

sanctuary. Older children are encouraged to lead parts of the service and/or read
. Torah once able to do so. Younger children are invited to carry crowns during the
#5 Torah service and are also invited to the bimah for Adon Olam each week. At the
¢ end of services they can visit the rabbi's magic tallis bag to receive a lollipop or mini :‘3§
bubbles. Parents, please let Rabbi Tamar know if you do not want your child to Mt
receive one of these items.




Upcoming at Beth Jacob - August 1, 2026

FOR OUR KIDS \
A-K TR
Pre-Shul Playgroup—Every Friday at 10:30 am GRroueP

Join our open play time for young children and their caregivers. Meet in the nursery every
Friday morning from 10:30am until naptime.

Tot Shabbat--First Shabbat of the Month, 10:00 in the Nursery

Join us on the first Shabbat of the month in the nursery for Tot Shabbat. We will have a song- Shg)‘)
filled Shabbat Morning Service for BJC's littlest ones (0-3 years old). We will then have an -
oneg and playtime for parents to schmooze and kids to play. =

ADULT EDUCATION

Morning Mishnah, with Rabbi Tamar Magill-Grimm
TUESDAYS at around 8:00 am (after minyan)

in the Saide Chapel and online

Join on Zoom at Beth-Jacob.org/Minyan

Tanach, with David Rischall

Sundays 7:30-8:30 on Zoom: https://us06web.zoom.us/j/79546614386 35 ADULTED
Questions? Call David at 651-230-3911 — 0ot t

TWho Invented Judaism? A virtual adult Torah course

with Rabbi Yosi Gordon

The Yosi's School online, interactive course will meet on Zoom, L e Sudaism?

Mondays, 7:00-8:15, July 13-August 17 To enroll, email yosis.school@gmail.com M A rorah Course with m

As the Arabs See the Jews, Revisited, with Ted Flaum

Exploring History, Narratives, and the Roots of Conflict

Tuesdays, August 11, 18, 25, Sept 1

7-8:30pm in the Chapel

Join us for a thoughtful discussion revisiting King Abdullah I of Jordan’s influential essay,
“As the Arabs See the Jews.” For more information and to register, go to Beth-
Jacob.org/AdultEd

Resting for Resilience, with Rabbi Tamar Magill-Grimm
Wednesday, August 12, 7:00pm

= 2
Wabasha Brewery 429 Wabasha St. S, St. Paul % \ |
More than Jews have kept Shabbat, Shabbat has kept the Jews. Join Rabbi Tamar to talk } Y N
Torah over a brew. A Q\J%P A
Offered as part of TCJewfolk's FolkLab Summer Jewish Learning Series: Exploring | \{QE‘JJ -

Perspectives on Resilience. Register at TCJewfolk.com.


http://beth-jacob.org/Minyan
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/79546614386
mailto:yosis.school@gmail.com
http://beth-jacob.org/adulted
http://beth-jacob.org/adulted

Upcoming at Beth Jacob - August 1, 2026

Kabbalat Shabbatand ~ Kabbalat Shabbat and Shabbatluck - August 7 at 6:00 pm
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S\\ubbathlc On the first Friday of the month (with a few exceptions, like
1\ ) gg in September), we hold Ma’ariv and Kabbalat Shabbat
8 s ﬁ? services followed by a fabulous potluck Shabbat dinner.
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Let us know what you are bringing: Beth-Jacob.org/Shabbatluck.

And remember that we are a PEANUT FREE Congregation

Meet and Greet with Rabbi Maayan
After Kiddush August 8
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Come sit outside by the playground and have a chat with our new Director of

Congregational Learning.

Meet and Learn with Rabbi Maayan
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Session 2 - 6:00pm Tuesday, August 11--Look at High Holy Day piyyutim
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Session 3 - 3:00pm Sunday, August 30--Exploring modern midrash through music

[

Register at Beth-Jacob.org/MeetLearn

HelpIng the Archives...A working zoom meeting
Sunday, August 9 2:00pm

A Zoom workshop for anyone who wants to help maintain the institutional memory of ous
precious collection of photographs. Archivist Kate Dietrich will show us photos - we will

identify the event, the people, etc, and the information will be preserved for posterity.
Register at Beth-Jacob.org/Archives

Beth JaCOb Reads A BOOk BETH JACOB READS A BOOK
Saturday, August 15

Stay after Kiddush to discuss “As A Jew” by Sarah Hurwitz.

ar Magill-Grimm

with Rabbi Tam;
Saturday, August 15
12:45 pm

Social Justice Shabbat
Saturday, August 22

The Social Justice Committee is dedicating this Shabbat to the legal impacts and causes of

homelessness. We will hear words of Torah and host a Post Kiddush Learning.

host
Homelessness innesota
Alegal p
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